Medications with dental significance: usage in a nursing home population.
The institutionalized elderly use more drugs per capita than do other segments of the population and are more likely than other population groups to have adverse drug reactions. Many of these drugs could affect oral health or dental treatment. This paper provides data on the frequency with which a population of nursing home residents took medications with possible oral effects. Information regarding prescription and nonprescription drug use was obtained from nursing home records of 481 subjects. Nine medication effect categories of possible significance in dentistry were established. Dentists treating institutionalized patients must be knowledgeable about patient drug use because 94% of this institutionalized population were taking medications that could alter oral health or dental treatment.